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Saadia Tsafttardides is a member of the Martin MPO’s Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC). 
Saadia moved from Morocco to the United States in 1971 and started a family. Fluent in 
English and French, in addition to her native Moroccan language, she took advantage of her 
international background to establish her own import-export business. Saadia spent time in 
Washington D.C. as a consultant to others interested in international trade, serving as Chair 

of the Partners for International Education and on the training committee 
for the Entrepreneurs International Business Exchange. While living in 
Melbourne, FL, she raised three children as a single mother while also providing community service 
with the Chambers of Commerce and the Jaycees. She was a founder of the Brevard County Women 
in International Trade and co-founder of the Magical Order of Superb Executives, a support group for 
executive women. Saadia married in 1999 and relocated to Golden Gate. She immediately became 
active in community  redevelopment and revitalization by working with local law enforcement and 
Martin County Staff to help better her community.  In 2002 Saadia was appointed to the Golden Gate 
Neighborhood Advisory Committee for the Golden Gate Community Redevelopment Area (CRA). 
She was also appointed to the independent CRA Board and was re-appointed in 2016 as its Vice 
Chair. You can always find Saadia involved in anything that makes her community a better place to 
live, and she is an exemplary citizen for Martin County.

The Martin Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zation (MPO) is celebrating its 25th Anni-
versary this year.  Established in 1993, the 
Martin MPO ensures regional cooperation 
in transportation planning, deciding how 
State and Federal funds that are available 
for transportation improvements in Martin 
County will be spent in the State’s Work 
Program.  For those who may not be fa-
miliar with the MPO, Federal transporta-
tion funds spent in urbanized areas with a 
population greater than 50,000 are chan-
neled through the MPO planning process.  

The MPO is required to complete several 
planning documents that are mandated 
by Federal and State law, such as the Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the 
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), 
as well as the short-range Transportation 

Improvement Plan (TIP). These documents 
are part of the continuing, cooperative, 
and comprehensive (3-C) planning process 
required in prioritizing transportation proj-
ects.  In addition, over the past 25 years, 
the MPO has successfully completed many 
transportation planning studies, includ-
ing the Martin/St. Lucie Regional Water-
ways Plan; FEC Railroad Grade Separation 
Feasibility Study; Bicycle, Pedestrian and 
Trails Master Plan; and Transit Operations 
Center Feasibility Study. The Martin MPO 
also served as the Lead Agency during the 
development of the Treasure Coast 2040 
Regional Long Range Transportation Plan.

For a quarter of a century the MPO has 
prioritized transportation improvements, 
balancing transportation needs with public 
input, while emphasizing safety and envi-
ronmental stewardship.  From the Veter-
ans’ Memorial Bridge and the green bike 
lanes in Sewall’s Point, to the shared use 
path through Seabranch Preserve State 
Park and the four-lane Big John Monahan 
Bridge in Indiantown, all were the result of 
partnerships with the local and State gov-

ernments, careful planning by the MPO 
and most importantly, input from the citi-
zens of Martin County. Public participation 
through the MPO’s advisory committees, 
as well as public meetings and open hous-
es have been paramount in gaining insight 
from the community about the future vi-
sion of Martin County’s transportation net-
work.      

To stay current with projects, meetings 
and events, visit our website at martinmpo.
com. Learn more about the MPO’s role in 
the community by joining us at our De-
cember 10 MPO Board Meeting at 9:30 
a.m., or watch us live on Martin County 
Television (MCTV). This is an exciting time 
for the MPO as we celebrate our accom-
plishments over the past 25 years, and we 
look forward to the public’s continued in-
volvement in the transportation planning 
process.
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Other Planning Documents

The Martin MPO is also responsible for developing plan-
ning studies that assist Martin County and its municipalities 
in making decisions related to transportation funding. These 
plans include the Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Master Plan, 
FEC Railroad Grade Separation Feasibility Study, Transit Op-
erations Center Feasibility Study and the Martin / St. Lucie 
Regional Waterways Plan.

MPO Planning Documents

Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP)

The purpose of the TIP is to provide a comprehensive 
and prioritized list of transportation projects that are 
consistent with Martin County’s Long Range Transpor-
tation Plan (LRTP). The TIP, updated annually, contains 
all State and Federally funded and regionally signifi-
cant transportation projects planned for the upcoming 
five years. With funding priority given to the highest 
ranked projects in the LRTP Cost Feasible Plan.

Unified Planning Work Program
(UPWP)

The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) defines the 
MPO’s activities and budget for a two-year time period. 
This document required by Federal and State law outlines 
specific planning tasks as well as ongoing, regional coordi-
nation efforts.

Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP)

The LRTP sets the vision for transportation for all 
modes of travel throughout Martin County and influ-
ences projects included in the five-year Transportation 
Improvement Program. The update of the Martin LRTP 
every five years is one of the primary activities of the 
MPO to meet Federal and State requirements.



Upcoming Public Meetings
MPO Policy Board: December 10, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.
TAC: February 4, 2019 at 1:30 p.m.
CAC: February 6, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.
BPAC: February 11, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
LCB-TD: March 4, 2019 at 10:00 p.m. 

MPO Staff supports several schools every year 
with the National Walk to School Day event. 
MPO staff packs bags full of safety related edu-
cational material as well as other goodies such 
as bike lights, tire gauges and reflective acces-
sories, and hands them out to the students. As 
MPO staff walks the children to their school, 
they help educate the students on safe walking 
habits, and what to do when crossing the road. 

National Walk to 
School Day

The MPO is all in on safety! MPO staff has part-
nered with the Florida Department of Transporta-
tion as well as South Florida Commuter Services 
to promote safety at several dangerous intersec-
tions in Martin County. Staff passed out bags 
filled with educational items along with safety 
equipment and spoke with pedestrians and cy-
clists about the importance of using caution when 
navigating the roads while walking and biking.

Safety Campaigns

The Martin MPO and Safety!
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